
Advocacy Committee Status Report (Psychiatry in Society) 
 
The initial Committee Meeting of October 7, 2021 convened with some 

discussion of the two paths the Committee would take over the coming months as two 
sub-committees.  One is to address legislative issues and one is to address non-
legislative issues  with the understanding that each is linked and essential to Advocacy 
efforts on behalf of patients and psychiatric practice.  To that point, psychiatrist Dr. 
Corey Williams presented and led a discussion on Structural Racism in Psychiatry at the 
Critical Conversation forum of November 17th.   It is a foundational issue that links to 
every area of psychiatry, from legislation, CME, parity, policies, patient care, technology 
and so on.  In addition, in the context of Advocacy for advancing psychiatric 
practice/patient care, consideration of CME that addresses the newly developed  
(Stanford Accelerated Intelligent Neuromodulation Therapy (SAINT)intervention has 
been forwarded to the CME committee. 

  
The non-legislative Advocacy subcommittee is considering several areas for 

active Advocacy, primarily related to issues related to climate change, diversity and 
inclusion.  Under climate change, members will consider several projects for 
implementation.  These include: 1. Outreach to members of the Senate Climate 
Committee to conduct hearings on the psychological toll of climate change on all 
groups, including children.  2. Outreach to local state Senate Committees (MD, VA, DC) 
to conduct hearings on psychological impact of environmental issues on local 
communities, 3. To provide resources, including presentations to Senate/House on the 
impact of climate change and environmental effects on psychological well-being and to 
ultimately affect more equitable conditions within communities 4. Conduct a survey of 
youth (16-26) in the tri-state area to evaluate anxiety issues related to climate 5. 
Consider how psychiatrists can help build more resilient communities by working with 
community leaders in all sectors, including elected officials and community leaders and 
6. Consider creation of an action paper to create a psychiatry climate sub-committee to 
work with communities, looking at cultural issues, etc.  

 
In addition, the Committee is considering how to help and support all 

psychiatrists and areas of psychiatric practice to build and develop tools to increase 
inclusion, create parity, and fight discrimination in all areas that affect patient care and 
psychiatric practice.  Therefore the Committee is reviewing past APA-generated 
documents such as  the 1970 Chester Pierce audio interview and the more recent “APA 
Apology for Racism in Psychiatry” and other psychiatry generated documents such as 
Laura Weiss Roberts’ ”Belonging, Respectful Inclusion and Diversity in Medical 
Education.” 

 
The Committee thanks the Executive Committee for their continued support and 

welcomes the suggestions, comments and interest of all members.   


