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SPEAKER BIOS 

 

Lisa Baugus, RN  

Lisa is a Clinical coordinator for robotic surgery at Saint Thomas West hospital, Nashville 

Tennessee. Lisa Baugus began her nursing career as a LPN in 1990. She went on to attend 

Columbia state college where she attained her associated degree in nursing. After the birth of 

her child, she began working in surgery at St. Thomas West in Nashville Tennessee, in the fall of 

1997. She became and an AORN member and earned a CNOR certificate. Lisa functioned as a 

circular later and a scrub nurse for many years in general/vascular/gynecology until the robot 

surgical platform was introduced at Saint Thomas. In 2011 the robotic platform became the 

standard for gynecological and urological service lines at St. Thomas West, Lisa transitioned to 

the clinical coordinator for robotic surgery. The robotic surgical services offered now include 

cardiovascular, general, Gynecology and Urology.  

Lisa had her on personal experience with the DaVinci system when she had her hysterectomy in 

February of 2016.  In her spare time, she enjoys boating with her husband, family and friends 

 

Mary Darden, MSN, APN-BC, AOCNP  

Mary Darden has been a family nurse practitioner since 1996 and was a certified oncology nurse 

for 5 years prior to that. She attended undergraduate nursing school at Austin Peay State 

University in Clarksville Tennessee. She attended graduate school at Vanderbilt University where 

she earned her MSN. She spent 17 years in family practice and returned to Oncology in 2014. 

Currently, she works at Tennessee oncology as an Integrative Oncology APP. Mary has developed 

a community based Integrative Oncology program for Tennessee oncology where she currently 

sees integrative oncology patients who are either actively on treatment or in survivorship. She 

completed the Integrative Oncology scholar program through the University of Michigan and is 

working on a PhD in integrative medicine through Quantum University. She recently received a 

certificate in medicinal cannabis consulting through Pacific College of health Sciences. She has 

always had a passion for complementary and alternative medicine and has attained many 

certifications including Reiki master, healing touch practitioner, auriculotherapist and ACUDETOX 

practitioner. She is currently working with her physician colleague, Dr. Steve Dudley to grow 

Integrative Oncology at Tennessee oncology.  

Mary's interests and hobbies include spending time outdoors, whether in the garden or on the 

water. She loves to swim and paddle board, make art and express her creativity through 

painting, crafting and cooking. She also loves spending time with her grandchildren.  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

B. Stephens Dudley, M.D. 

Dr. B. Stephens (Steve) Dudley is board-certified in Ob-gyn and Gynecologic Oncology. He is a 

member of the SGO, AMA, and the Society of Integrative Oncology. He completed the University 

of Michigan Integrative Oncology Scholars program and assisted in setting up the Integrative 

Oncology Division, along with Mary Darden, NP, at Tennessee oncology in Nashville, where he 

practices. He has an appointment as assistant Clinical Professor of Ob-gyn at Vanderbilt Medical 

School, the Meharry medical school and the University of Tennessee health Sciences Center.  

Dr. Dudley's interest in cancer was initiated by his father's leukemia and propelled by his first 

mentors, Ors. Anthony Greco and Robert Oldham, who founded the Department of Medical 

Oncology at Vanderbilt in 1976. Focused by his experience while a resident at Vanderbilt with 

former Johns Hopkins professors Ors. Conrad Julian and Lonnie Burnett, and later Dr. Howard 

Jones, he chose gynecologic oncology as his life's vocation and finished his tutelage as a Fellow 

under the guidance of Dr. Felix Rutlidge, one of the founders of the sub-specialty, at the M.D. 

Anderson cancer institution in Houston, Texas. He was fortunate to have an experience at the 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center under Dr. John Lewis as a Galloway Junior Fellow while 

a resident at Vanderbilt. Dr. Dudley maintains a strong interest in post graduate medical 

education, having worked with the residents at Vanderbilt and currently with the Meharry 

medical school.  

He is committed to the multimodality and integrative approach to cancer care with special 

emphasis on nutrition and lifestyle opportunities to improved general health and tolerance to 

cancer therapies.  

Dr. Dudley is committed to "practicing what he preaches" when it comes to health maintenance 

and recovery. He loves to cook fresh food, practices yoga and meditation and is an avid biker, 

runner and swimmer. 

 

Mollie A. Finkel, MSN WHNP-BC AOCNP 

Mollie is a board-certified Nurse Practitioner in Women’s Health and Oncology and is the Clinical 

Program Director of  GYN Oncology for the Mount Sinai Health system. She received her MSN 

from Columbia University School of Nursing where she specialized in women’s health with a sub-

specialty in oncology. At Columbia, she received the Mary Dickey Lindsey Award for Excellence in 

Women’s Health, which is awarded to the graduate “who best exemplifies a dedication to 

individualized, culturally sensitive comprehensive care for women and their families.” Mollie is 

board certified as an advanced oncology certified nurse practitioner and women’s health nurse 

practitioner and is a member of the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners and Nurse 

Practitioners in Women’s Health. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Casey Chollet Lipscomb, M.D.  

Dr. Chollet attended the University of Tennessee medical School. She completed her radiation 

Oncology residency at Loyola University Medical Center. Dr. Chollet was on faculty as assistant 

professor at Duke for three years prior to joining Tennessee oncology and Sarah Cannon Cancer 

Research Institute.  

She first became interested in radiation oncology while doing pediatric oncology research at 

Saint Jude's Children's research hospital. Since joining the team in Nashville, Dr. Chollet has been 

involved with Sarah Cannon radiation oncology executive committee, specifically with strong 

interest in development of quality metrics and radiation therapy treatment planning guidelines.  

She is the medical director of Radiation Oncology Services for Ascension Saint Thomas health, 

chair of the government relations committee for Astro, chair of one counsel radiation oncology 

committee with one oncology, co-chair of Astro PAC and senior associate editor of Advances in 

Radiation Oncology.  

Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her husband, her children and dogs. She 

especially enjoys baking, college football, shoe shopping and checking out Nashville's ever 

growing new restaurant scene.  

 

Cyndi Marcotte, BSN, RN, OCN  

Cyndi Marcotte spent the first 1 O+ years in nursing in a variety of roles in Pediatric Intensive 

Care and Pediatric Oncology. In 2006 she made the big transition to outpatient Oncology. Cyndi 

successfully obtained her OCN in 2007 and has worked in Radiation Oncology, hematologic 

oncology and most recently gynecologic oncology.  

Cyndi currently manages the gyn Oncology Practice at Maine medical Partners outside of 

Portland, Maine. When she joined the practice 7 years ago, the group was in major transition. 

Cyndi dug in. She focused on Education, ownership and a commitment to growing the team. She 

has championed numerous protocols and established important reporting metrics. She brought 

her passion and steadfastness to the group and inspired a standard of exceptional patient-

centered care. She has successfully planned and executed several conferences for the New 

England association of gynecologic oncology with her physician colleagues. She is a strong 

nursing advocate and leads by example. She was selected to represent her organization in 

employee engagement and has led a team to receive system-level awards for Maine health. Even 

as a manager, she still regularly works in direct patient care, elbow to elbow with her team. 

Cyndi is beloved as a leader.  

She lives in Portland, Maine with her husband, 2 teenage children and Rhodesian Ridgeback. She 

enjoys being outdoors and traveling. From hiking Mount Washington to boating with her 

husband on Moosehead lake or skiing down one of the local mountains, it is all a treat to Cyndi.  

 



 
 

 
 

Emily Meserve, MD, MPH 

Dr. Meserve is a Staff Pathologist at  Spectrum Healthcare Partners and also serves as a Clinical 

Assistant Professor at Tufts University School of Medicine.  Dr. Emily Meserve earned MD and 

MPH degrees at Oregon Health & Sciences University in Portland, Oregon after which she 

completed Anatomic & Clinical Pathology residency at Brigham & Women’s Hospital in Boston, 

Massachusetts. She competed fellowships in Women’s & Perinatal Pathology and General 

Surgical Pathology, also at BWH. She is currently in practice in Portland, Maine, for Spectrum 

Healthcare Partners and is an Assistant Clinical Professor at Tufts University School of Medicine. 

She is the lead of the GYN pathology team in her division and chairs Spectrum Pathology 

Division’s Quality subcommittee. She and her husband have 2 young kids, 6 chickens, and enjoy 

exploring Maine in their spare time.  

 
 

Leigh Minchew, DNP, RN, WHNP-BC, PMHNP-BC 

Dr. Leigh Minchew is an Associate Professor of Nursing at the University of South Alabama 

College of Nursing in Mobile, Alabama. She earned her Bachelor of Science and Master of 

Science in Nursing from Troy University and post-graduate certificates in women’s health and 

psychiatric mental health advanced practice with a subspecialty in oncology from the University 

of South Alabama. She obtained her Doctor of Nursing Practice from Case Western Reserve 

University and is currently enrolled in Texas Woman’s University’s DNP-PhD Bridge program.  

 
Dr. Minchew maintains an active faculty practice providing survivorship care to gynecologic 

oncology patients at the USA Health Mitchell Cancer Institute in Mobile where her research 

focuses on the psychological impact of cancer among women. She has published on women’s 

health topics and presented nationally. Among her honors, Dr. Minchew counts being a fellow of 

the Duke-Johnson & Johnson Nurse Leadership Program and the American Association of 

Colleges of Nursing’s Elevating Leaders in Academic Nursing, being appointed by Alabama 

Governor Kay Ivey to the Alabama Office of Women’s Health’s Steering Committee where she 

serves as Chair, her academic teaching awards, and her recent nomination as a Sigma Theta Tau 

International Rising Star of Research and Scholarship at Texas Woman’s University as her most 

coveted. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Heather Parham, sarcoma survivor, singer, song writer 

Heather Parham is a singer/songwriter and 11-time cancer survivor. After getting her diploma 

and several years of performing in her home state of Florida, at 19 years of age, she moved to 

Nashville. Shortly after her move, she had a small lesion removed that turned out to be an odd 

benign tumor. At 23, she had her 1st malignancy and the real journey began. Years of surgeries, 

chemo and radiation followed.  

As a stay-at-home mom, Heather spends her free time enjoying being a mom to 14-year-old Carl, 

a wife to husband Tommy and a fur mom to her two husky mix dogs and one crazy cat. She is 

part of Music city pet partners, bringing Tessa Joy to local kids for the "read with me "program. 

She enjoys telling her story and encouraging cancer survivors to reach out to Wellness Centers 

and encouraging others to participate in Gilda's Club of Tennessee.  

A quote to leave you with: "Cancer is so much more than a physical disease. Your support team 

will be a huge part of year survival "  

 

Carolyn Phillips, PhD, RN, ANCP-BC, AOCNP  

Dr. Carolyn Phillips earned her Bachelor of Science in nursing from the Johns Hopkins University 

School of Nursing in 2002. She then completed her Master of Science in nursing from the 

University of New Mexico college of nursing and is an acute Care Nurse practitioner. In 2019 she 

earned her PhD from the University of Texas at Austin School of Nursing as a Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation future of nursing scholar. She has worked in Oncology for 20 years as a 

bedside nurse, nurse practitioner, educator and leader. Her clinical and research experiences 

cover the cancer continuum from prevention, treatment, survivorship and end-of-life care. This 

provides the foundation for her current research interest in improving the emotional well-being 

of people impacted by cancer. It includes patients, bereaved family caregivers and professional 

caregivers. Specifically, she is interested in the impact of grief on the caregiver and care receiver. 

She studies the impact of an intervention she developed, Storytelling Through Music, on 

personal and professional well-being. Dr. Phillips is currently a post-doctoral research fellow at 

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, Massachusetts.  

A fun fact about Dr. Phillips is that she went to college on a basketball scholarship.  

  



 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 

CORPORATE MEMBERS AND EXHIBITORS 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

  



 
 

 
 

CEU INSTRUCTIONS 

 

The conference has been approved for 7.3 contact of which 0.6 hours 

are pharmacology.   

 

All attendees will be asked to complete a program evaluation at the end 

of the program.  A link will be provided.  Evaluations must be completed 

and submitted by May 6th.  

 

Attendance and submission of the evaluation are required in order to 

obtain CE credit.  Attendance will be verified for each session.  

 

 CE certificates will be emailed from the sponsoring institution, the 

University of South Alabama College of Nursing, after the online 

symposium access closes.  

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

SGNO SYMPOSIUM COCKTAIL:  

PEACH PALMER 

 

 
 

In a cocktail shaker, mix : 

 

2 ounces of Absolut Peach Vodka or  

1.5 ounces of your preferred vodka & 1/2 ounce of Peach Schnapps 

 

Add  6-8 fluid ounces Lemonade or Sweet and Sour Mix over ice 

 

A Dash of Sweet Tea  

 

Shake and add a splash of Coca Cola on top 

 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 


