
Pharmacists can help support 
healthcare professionals in 
providing care to SMI patients
Patients with SMI, including those with schizophrenia
who are treated with healthcare professional-
prescribed long-acting antipsychotic injectables (LAIs), 
could face barriers to care,1 such as lack of medication 
access and adherence,2 if the only available LAI 
administration is through an HCP’s offi  ce or clinic.

To help increase medication access and to enhance 
continuity of treatment, certain states have allowed 
HCPs to delegate to pharmacists the administration of  
prescribed LAIs for patients with SMI, including those 
with schizophrenia.

CLOSE TO HOME 
According to a survey conducted 
by a particular chain of community 
pharmacists, lack of transportation 
and inconvenient access can be 
barriers to many patients with mental 
illness.1 But over 90% of people in 
the United States live within 5 miles 
of a community pharmacy.10 Over 
80% of surveyed individuals (n=57 for 
this survey) receiving pharmacist- 
administered LAIs indicated it was 
more convenient than a similar service 
received in other health clinics.11

COMFORT WITH PHARMACIES
According to the same survey, 98% of 
surveyed individuals receiving pharmacist-
administered LAIs indicated they felt 
comfortable with the experience, were 
satisfi ed with the level of privacy, and had 
confi dence in the pharmacist’s ability to 
administer medications.11 Ninety-three 
percent of surveyed individuals also indicated 
they would recommend the service to others.11

Other potential benefi ts may include decreased stigma, since 
a pharmacy provides a wide range of services beyond a mental 
health appointment.

IMPACTS MEDICATION 
ADHERENCE
Some pharmacy-based intervention 
services have shown positive impact on 
medication adherence to carry out an 
HCP-directed treatment plan for patients 
with SMI.12 Nonadherence increases the 
risk of relapse, rehospitalization, self-
harm, and healthcare costs, and lowers 
quality of life.13
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11.4 MILLION ADULTS SUFFER FROM 
SMI,3 including approximately 1.5 million 
American adults living with schizophrenia.4

THERE ARE FEWER THAN 26,000 
PSYCHIATRISTS NATIONWIDE5 and a 
growing shortage of primary care physicians.6,7

BUT there are more than
309,000 PHARMACISTS 
employed in the United 
States8 and over 67,000 
community pharmacies.9








There is an opportunity
to improve healthcare 
delivery for patients by 
expanding the number 
of states that give HCPs 
the option to delegate 
medication administration 
to pharmacists for 
prescribed injections to 
patients.

Many states allow retail and 
community pharmacies to 
serve as alternate centers 
for patients to carry out an 
HCP-directed treatment.14,15

Legend

Pharmacist Administration Authority for HCP-Prescribed 
Injections of Long-Acting Antipsychotic Injectables (LAIs)

Administration allowed for all LAIs/
situations

Administration allowed for certain LAIs/
situations

Administration of LAIs allowed with a collaborative practice 
agreement

No administration of LAIs currently allowed, but 
other pharmacist medication administration allowed 
(immunizations)
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Recognizing retail and 
community pharmacies 
as alternative LAI sites.

Encouraging coordinated 
care between HCPs and 

pharmacists.

Conducting appropriate pharmacist 
training for administering 

prescribed injections.

To help impact patient access 
and LAI medication adherence, 
for HCP-prescribed injections 
to patients, states may 
consider:
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